A simple histochemical method for the identification of cytotrophoblasts in tissue sections.
A simple method for the demonstration of placental cytotrophoblast cells is described, utilising the affinity of the lectin from Bandeiraea simplicifolia-II (BSA-II) for intracellular amylase-sensitive glycogen and a protocol using biotinylated BSA-II followed by an avidin-peroxidase revealing system. In early pregnancy, cytotrophoblast cells in chorionic and anchoring villi are deeply stained and with ongoing differentiation the staining gradually decreases in intensity, suggesting that this lectin can be a useful marker for these cells.